The maximum amount of PAW in the top five feet of soil approximates eleven inches for most northwest Iowa soils. The subsoil moisture samples are taken to a depth of five feet, in onefoot increments. Five feet is the normal depth that corn, soybeans, and alfalfa can extract moisture. On average, a corn and soybean crop requires 26 inches of water to produce a normal yield. Timeliness and intensity of the rain events greatly affect water infiltration into soil and the ability of plants to utilize moisture. It must be remembered that rainfall has been variable across the region, and the samples capture only a snapshot of time and location of actual subsoil moisture status. Rainfall has occurred since the samples have been taken, so moisture levels in many areas have improved since the sampling period. 
